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The grid paradigm before inference
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Inference quadruples data center electric consumption

Data center electricity use accelerates through early 2030s
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Data center
load growth is
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Midwest DC load is growing

Data center presence in
the continental US

Primary markets
Existing demand of
more than 800 MW"

Emerging markets
Emerging demand in markets
where power is still abundant

Secondary markets
Lower but fast-
growing demand
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Source: EPRI Powering Intelligence 2024

Impact on
statewide load

High Exposure

¥ 1A: 15% — 25%
¥ IL: 7% - 13%

Moderate Exposure
OH: 2% — 4%
KY: 3 % — 5%
MN/MO: ~1.5% — 3%




The data center “"dartboard”. what states are trying
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Nested
Microgrids

Geospatial
job routing

Immersion
cooling
Thermal
inertia

Shed Shlmmy.
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A Continuum of Controllability
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Control follows contractual obligations; not technology
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Hyperscale
* Optimized for
internal objectives;

CoId/Edge

* Tenant-owned
workloads

Bitcoin Miners

Mixed/Hybrid

» Shared workload
control

» Operator-owned
workloads

Price sensitivity #

dispatchability Flexibility is episodic
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What does this mean for Monday morning?

iele[r-1g Il Design intentional large load programs

Require dispatchability assessments to
iInterconnect

Regulators

Model data center load as step-change; not
trend extension

Z= N Planners

DNV



WHEN TRUST MATTERS

Wesley Whited — Principal Consultant Demand Flexibility

linkedin.com/in/wesley-whited/
wesley.whited@dnv.com

www.dnv.com o e |
9 DNV® 29 JANUARY 2026 E : i .. . ) | D N V




